This will be my 15th year as the OH Certamen Coach.  

· OH has had some incredible students whose teams have earned national awards!  The OH teams have placed 3rd 2 times, 2nd 10 times (Eheu!), and won the National Championship 6 times (Euge!).  

· It is a real thrill for the students to compete for a national title.  They work hard, learn sportsmanship, forge lasting friendships, meet new friends, and - of course! - improve their Latin skills!  

· Here is a good article about the Virginia certamen team in 2007:    http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/12/04/AR2007120401556.html?sid=ST2007120701139.  

Here is the process for tryouts:  

There are many opportunities at Nationals to meet and compete with students from around the country.  One such opportunity is the Competitive Certamen.  Each year, states in attendance at convention have the chance to send three teams to compete at the Novice (Latin 1/2 and I), Intermediate (Latin II), and Advanced (Latin III and above) Levels, with one team per level and 4 players per team. 

 

In order to create the best team for each level in the fairest way possible, there will be tryouts in May and June for all Ohio delegates interested in playing in the Competitive Certamen.  Tryouts will consist of 30-40 toss-up questions in each category (see below).  Because the students who try out for the OH team may be from different parts of the state, questions will be asked individually to each student by me or the local sponsor.  A comparison of the accuracy of the answers and the speed of the buzzing will then be used to select the 4 spots for each level.  

 

For each level, students will try out for various positions.  

On the Novice and Intermediate Level teams, the positions are:  1 spot in Language Skills (grammar, vocabulary, derivatives, etc); 1 spot in Mythology; 1 spot in History/Culture; and 1 spot in All-Around.   

The same positions are open for Advanced Level, except the All-Around spot is replaced by a Language Skills/Literature spot.  The Advanced Level tryout will include bonus questions, with toss-ups worth 10 pts and bonuses worth 5 pts.  

 

Students may try out for as many positions in their level as they wish.

 

If you have any questions about the Competitive Certamen (such as the different categories or types of knowledge at each level or the official study materials), go to this NJCL link:  http://www.njcl.org/pages/Certamen. 
 

Nota Bene:  I may decide to extend 'a special exemption' to players of exceptional quality which would automatically place him/her on the team.  These exemptions will be rare and may not occur at every level.

You can email me at dean_l@summitcds.org  or call my cell at 513-502-0108 if you need more information.

For those students in the Cincinnati area (or others who are willing to stay down here for a while), I am again running the Summer Latin program here at Summit for 18 days, Mon June 9 - Wed July 2.  Students can sign up/show up anytime.  Here is the link to the program from the Summit webpage (scroll down a ways, info is pasted below):  http://www.summitcds.org/summerprograms/academic-summer-school.cfm 
Please call me at 502-0108 if you have questions.

 
Summer Studies in the Latin Language
Castra Latina! Grades 7–12

This ‘Latin Camp’ is a four-week intensive study of the various disciplines in Greek and Roman studies. It is intended for motivated students, but remedial instruction is also available. The session is especially useful for students who plan to attend the National Junior Classical League Convention at Emory University (Atlanta, Ga.) from July 28-August 2.

It is 18 days in all, Monday–Friday, June 9-July 2 (it ends on a Wednesday). Each four-hour day (8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.) is roughly divided into 4 parts:

· The first part of the morning (8:30-9:30 a.m.) is devoted to an independent study topic from classical civilization. Each student will pick an area of interest and explore it in greater detail.

· The second part of the day (9:30-10:30 a.m.) focuses on the study of the Latin language. Whether beginning or advanced, students will improve their comprehension of Latin vocabulary, grammar, syntax and translation through individualized instruction and small, student-led classes.

· The third part (10:30-11:30 a.m.) is a group session where the students will read excerpts from Greek and Latin authors to gain insight into Greco-Roman mythology, history and culture.

· In the final part of the day (11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.), students again return to their independent study topics. This final period is also an opportunity for students to prepare for the various competitions at the national convention (Certamen, art projects, creative art practice, etc.)

Students may come to any or all of the session days/weeks. There is no problem with students coming for just a week, or arriving late or leaving early.

The instruction will be geared towards ability and interest.

Instructor:  Larry Dean 
Location: Summit Middle School (Rm. 213 and others TBA)
Course Numbers:
SS23A (June 9-13)
SS23B (June 16-20)
SS23C (June 23-27)
SS23D (June 30-July 2)
SS23F (June 9-July 2)
Times:  8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Fee:  $800 entire session or $300 per week (with Week 4 pro-rated to $150) or $90 per day

