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The struggle is real!  
Having Your Dad as a Latin Teacher:  

Only a few people in the JCL can understand the struggle of having a Latin 

teacher as a parent, so itôs a little hard to explain. Several of you are probably 

saying ñI wonder what thatôs like?  My parent has some other normal job.ò So 

let me try to explain. 

  

Have you ever had your 

friends over to your house, and 

had your parents get out the 

family scrap books? If you have 

I would imagine you felt em-

barrassed. This same feeling 

happens to me whenever a clas-

sically historical event reminds 

my father of me during class 

and he just has to tell the story 

to the whole class! [aliquo] 

  

Hereôs another example: Itôs 

seven in the morning, and Iôm on my way to school. Iôm tired and irritated that I 

have to be at school so early to make up work for other classes because of Con-

vention. My dad turns and starts talking to me about how dirty my room is, how 

my grades are slipping ,and how he is annoyed that he has to drive me to school 

at seven in the morning. Soon, an argument develops. In this situation you prob-

ably would only have to put up with it for a few minutes, and you could run out 

of the car to get to class. But hereôs my struggle: my first bell is Latin. And now 

I have to put up with the awkwardness of my dad calling on me after an argu-

ment. He asked for the third person singular, imperfect indicative of amare, and 

I grudgingly replied ñamabat.ò 

  

There are so many more examples of this struggle, but maybe my sister can 

talk about it when she becomes an officer. 

 

 

Tullus with his Dad, Mr. Dean 

By Tullus Dean, Parliamentarian  

Edited by Dustin Argo  
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Gladiators! Roman Celebrities? 

By Adelaide Tsueda, Summit Country Day  

 I recently read an article about a gladiator mosaic 

found just outside a Roman Villa that had belonged to 

Emperor Commodus (b. 161 - d. 192). Most likely, 

because of where itôs located, this mosaic was of a star 

in the gladiator world ð someone highly admired by 

Commodus, who reigned with his father, Marcus Au-

relius, for three years and for another 12 on his own. 

To be honest, the art is not that fantastic. I mean, it 

might win some points at convention, but itôs really 

only considered notable because it doesn't depict a 

mythological image, but a perfectly valid image of an 

actual, impressive soldier: heôs down on one knee 

(doing an early version of the ñTebowò!) and holding 

a trident. Itôs inscribed ñMontanus,ò which historians 

believe is the gladiatorôs name. Since his name is in-

cluded, itôs deduced that this individual must have 

been quite special! I found the entire article very inter-

esting because you easily see the parallels between these gladiators and modern-day sports stars. The mural is 

an early piece of fan art like, for example, a football fan who hangs a poster of a favorite player (letôs say, Joe 

Montana?) on a ñman caveò wall. If Commodus were alive today, heôd probably be collecting Montanusôs 

team jerseys! Itôs a very interesting perspectiveé.  

Gladiator Mosaic  

Southwest Ohio Service Recap 
By Sara Zandvakili, Southwest Gubernator 

 

 This past fall, the OJCL made a great impact through several service events. Not only did many 

southwest Ohio Latin students attend the Make a Difference Day, but many also participated in other 

events and  small projects. At the Summit Country Day Certamen, students created over 100 Halloween

-themed cards between rounds which surely brightened the day of many hospitalized children. The next 

weekend, more than 40 students combined forces to participate in the òOut of the Darknessó walk at 

Sawyer Point for the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. As a group, the OJCL raised $1000, 

doubling our goal of $500. Of course, to end autumn the OJCL way, Cincinnati Latin students, equipped 

with their shovels and clippers, got to work exterminating honeysuckle and mulching a trail at the Cali-

fornia Woods Nature Preserve on Make a Difference Day. Many people also came to McCauley's 

òTogathalonó which was very successful. The amount of effort OJCLers brought forth to serve their com-

munity and help others this year was astonishing and will only continue to grow. A round of applause to 

Latin students for giving back so much this year! 
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Introducing the House Cup   
by Jason Long , Madeira  

  

    Last year the Madeira Junior Classical League was named the 

largest Latin club in the state of Ohio. Although the delegation is 

already composed of very spirited members, the Senatus (Local 

club leadership) decided that we would try to add more enthusiasm 

and participation to our club events. How might we do this with 

120 members? Our aediles, Ben Elsbrock and Michael Shull, came 

up with a great way to excite the Madeira JCL for a new year of 

events with the House Cup.  

    The House Cup is a system in which all five levels of Latin, and 

former Latin students, who we call the amici, are competing for a 

prize: a food party provided by the Senatus, and the privilege of 

getting the first servings of food at all club events (the most im-

portant reward, of course). Levels are rewarded points for attendance at events, bringing a number 

of cans in during the Canned Food Drive, winning games we play at our events, having a winning 

team in the Turkey Bowl (a Certamen competition near Thanksgiving), participating in Certamen, 

attending convention, and contributing to group projects. Members will soon  also be rewarded for 

their points in the Olympics, which will take place later this spring. Levels, however, can also lose 

their points for misbehavior or not participating in the Club Project. 

    The standings are updated on the bulletin board in the Latin room for everyone to see! AP Latin 

V, with the most creative house name APLATypus, is currently in the lead with 724 points (they 

will most likely be the winners). This system has proven to be successful in increasing attendance; 

the Senatus hopes that it remains this way and keeps a friendly competition between the Latin lev-

els for many more years to come. 

OJCL Convention 
By By Raõad  Dawod,  1st Vice President 

 Ahhh, do you hear that ? It sounds like a bunch of 

JCLers  screaming and yelling! I've heard of this event, but 

not sure what it is exactly.... Oh wait that's right ! It's the 

Ohio Junior Classical League state convention! It is ap-

proaching us rapidly, and there is so much to look forward 

to! I advise all of you to be on the lookout for a great time 

at convention. I hope to see as many of you as possible 

there! It will be fun, and you will never forget it.  

Madeira High school Emblem  

Raôad  Dawod 
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Latin in Cincinnati  

  Latin is everywhere, but it is especially abundant 

in McAuleyôs home city, Cincinnati! You donôt have to 

look any further than the name! This character-filled city 

is named after Lucius Quinctius Cincinnatus, a Roman 

farmer and military leader. He became a dictator of 

Rome and led the Roman army against the Aequi,

(enemies of Rome),  defeating them in an incredibly fast 

manner. After 16 days as dictator of Rome, he honorably 

resigned and happily returned to his farm. What a great 

man to have as our cityôs namesake! This statue of Cin-

cinnatus is located at Sawyer Point. We  have all heard of the Ital-

ian fascist, Benito Mussolini, but many of you donôt know of his 

ties to Cincinnati. He admired Cincinnatus and his wonderful leadership, and he even saw himself as the 

ñnew Cincinnatus,ò although they obviously acted differently in 

terms of being dictators. In hopes of achieving harmony with as 

many places around the world as possible, he sent a gift to our city 

in hopes of connecting us in his ñnew Rome,ò a bronze statue of 

Lupa nursing Romulus and Remus, the founders of Rome. This 

statue, a replica of the famous ñCapitoline Wolfò in Rome, still 

stands in Eden Park.  

 by Jennifer Fohl, McCauley High School  

A Statue of Cincinnatus in Cincin-

nati 

Another Statue in Cincinnati of 

Romulus and Remus 


