Latin Literature Study Materials
Author’s Name
Years

    Genre

        Titles/what about

	Plautus
	254-184 BC
	comedy
	Menaechmi (twins separated in childhood)
Miles Gloriosus (the braggart soldier)

Cistellaria (the casket)

Aulularia (the pot of Gold)

Amphitryon (Hercules’ step-father)
Captivi (the captives)


· Very little is known about Plautust. 

· He may have been an actor himself. 

· His full name is Titus Maccius Plautus. 

· He was very popular.  

· He uses slapstick, farce, mistaken identity.

Author’s Name              Years                 Genre                         Titles/what about

	Ennius
	239-169 BC
	history
	The Annales
An 18 book epic history of Rome based on Homer’s model.  Covers from the arrival of Aeneas in Italy until 171 BC.  Centers on the 2nd Punic War.  Lots of legends like Romulus and Remus and the kings.


· Father of Roman literature
· Spoke Greek and Latin

· Wrote other things like satire and tragedy, but not much remains.

	Terence
	195-159 BC
	comedy
	Adelphi (the Brothers)
The Andria (Girl from Andros)

Hecyra (the mother-in-law)

Phormio


· Full name is Publius Terentius Afer
· Born in slavery in Africa - his owner, a Roman senator, educated him

· Translated Menander’s comedies (a Greek writer)

· He ‘latinized’ the Greek comedies

· Refined and cultivated humor

The Golden Age

	Cicero
	106-43 BC
	Letters, speeches,
essays


	Phillipics (speeches against Antony)
Catiline (against Catiline)

De Amicitia (about friendship)

De Senectute (about old age)

Ad Atticum (letters to Atticus)


· Marcus Tullius Cicero
· Served as quaestor, aedile, praetor, and consul

· Great lawyer, famous for court speeches 

· Had Catilinarian conspirators executed without a trial

· Phillipics, speeches against Antony, made Antony very angry, so when Octavius and Antony had power, Cicero was killed.

	Julius Caesar
	100-44  BC
	history
	De Bello Gallico (the Gallic War)
De Bello Civili (The Civil War)


· Renowned military and political strategist
· Gaius Iulius Caesar

· Served as quaestor, aedile, pontifex maximus, praetor, propraetor, consul, dictator
· His writing is polished prose

· Battle-field reportage- while in the field he had stenographers with him and he dictated events as they occurred.  The publication of the events, in 3rd person, enhanced his rapport with Romans.

· 1st line - All Gaul is divided into three parts

	Lucretius
	96-55 BC
	Didactic poetry
	De Rerum Natura (The nature of things)
Epicurean Philosophy.  What’s the world about?  Scientific inquiry.  New relationship between human and gods, don’t live a frivolous life of luxury, live a life of morality.


· Titus Lucretius Carus
· No supernatural - no gods, no mythology
· Thought the most worthwhile study was physics - puts forth a basic atomic theory
	Catullus
	87-54 BC
	poetry
	One book of love poems-many written to his girlfriend.  He calls her Lesbia, which isn’t her real name.  She was a married aristocrat, so he couldn’t use her real name.


· Gaius Valerius Catullus
· Lived fast and died young
· Passionate poetry to a woman who does him wrong.  Some of it is pretty racy.

· Also sweet poems like “Ave atque Vale” to his dead brother

· Some of his poetry is vicious and vengeful and nasty.  

· Great influence on 19th century Romantic poets 
	Vergil
	70-19 BC
	Epic poetry
	The Aeneid-national epic of Rome
The Eclogues, also called Bucolics-10 brief idealized glimpses of rustic life.  Shepherds and rural life.

The Georgics-prayers to Jove, Ceres, natural deities.  Teaches about/describes life of farming.  Farm management, hard work, crops, vineyards, weather.


· Publius Vergilius Maro (also Virgil)
· Born in Mantua and loved the country

· Studied law in Rome, met Octavian

· His father’s land was confiscated and given to veterans of Philippi (big bummer)

· The Aeneid is 12 books of hexameter verse, dedicated to Augustus

· Integrates history, prophecy and stylistic details to make a political tribute to Augustus

· Led a comfortable life in the patronage of the emperor

· Wanted the Aeneid to be destroyed when he died because he wasn’t done (it wasn’t)

· Varius Rufus and Plotius Tucca edited it

	Livy
	59 BC-17 AD
	history
	Ab Urbe Condita (From the founding of the City Rome) – the main source for information on 7 Roman kings and early Republic


	Tibullus
	54-18 BC
	poetry
	Love poetry-writes to his love, whom he calls “Delia”

Known as “The perfect Poet” for his four books of elegies, which deal with love, nature, peace and the family

Friend of Horace and Ovid


	Propertius
	50-15 BC
	poetry
	A contemporary of Tibullus,  wrote love poetry (called elegy
19  elegies to “Cynthia”

Horrors of civil war

Maecenas became his patron

Friends with Ovid and Vergil




	Horace
	65-8 BC
	poetry
	Sermonum (satires)
Epistles (letters)

Carmina (odes)

Ars Poetica (The Art of Poetry)
Carmen Saeculare (public hymn in honor of Augustus)

Minor poems


Carpe diem, a man of simple pleasures
· Horace fought for the Republic during the civil war on Brutus’ side, returned to Rome under Octavian’s amnesty

· Lost his land, became a clerk in the Roman treasury, in boredom wrote poetry

· Maecenas gave him a small estate (the Sabine farm), Horace dedicates much of his poetry to him

· Emphasizes that life is short and should be enjoyed, but also nothing in excess, “Golden Mean”

· Did ‘City mouse and Country mouse’ story
	Ovid
	43BC-18 AD
	poetry
	Metamorphoses
Amores (love poems)
Ars Amatoria (The art of Love)

Fasti (Holidays)

Lesser works


Publius Ovidius Naso
· Messalla was his patron

· Erotic verses

· Exiled by Augustis to Tomi, on the Northern Black Sea.  Was there 10 years.  Supposedly his poetry was indecent, but more likely Ovid knew of and took part in the affairs of Julia, the daughter of Augustus
· Found Tomi dismal, wrote the Tristia (Sadness, Remorse) and Epistulae ex Ponto, (Letters from the Black Sea)
· Early works most famous – Metamorphoses, Amores, Ars Amatoria
· Strange poem on fishing! Halieutica
· Metamorphoses is his masterpiece, influences Chaucer, Shakespeare, Dante, Milton
Silver Age
	Seneca the Younger
	4 BC-65 AD
	Poetry/plays/letters

/philosophy
	Moral Essays
Tragedies


Lucius Annaeus Seneca
· Born in Spain

· Philosopher and politician
· Seneca was banished to Corsica for alleged adultery with Julia Livilla, Caligula’s sister.  8 year exile.  Agrippina, Claudius’ wife had Seneca recalled so that he could be a tutor and advisor to her son NERO

· When Claudius died, Seneca wrote a satire called the Apocolycyntosis, “Pumpkinification” – it mocks the deification of Claudius.  Instead of him turning into a god like other emperors upon their deaths, he turns into a pumpkin.

· Partners with Burrus, head of the Praetorian guard, to keep Nero under control

· Retires when he realizes Nero is going his “own” way.  

· Implicated in a plot (Piso) to get rid of Nero, and Seneca commits suicid
· A stoic:  writes about cruelty of gladiatorial contests, slavery

· Titles of tragedies:  The Mad Hercules, The Trojan Women, Phaedra,  Medea
	Pliny the Elder

(uncle to Pliny the Younger)
	23-79 AD
	Letters/natural history
	De Iaculatione Equestri-weapons manual on the javelin
Bella Germaniae-20 books on the wars with the Germans

Natural History – his most important work, a kind of encyclopedia


· Gaius Plinius Secundus (that’s the Elder)

· Gaius Plinius Caecilius Secundus (that’s the Younger)

· Advisor to Vespasian and Titus

· An observer and note-taker, Left 160 papyri crammed with notes on both sides when he died in the eruption of Vesuvius
· Natural history  is observaations and study of geography, astronomy, meteorology, anthopology, physiology, botany, pharmacology, minerology, metallugy

· Adopted his nephew a few years after the Younger was orphaned

· Younger modeled himself on Elder – the importance of reading
· Younger is known for his letters, especially to the emperor Trajan and to the historian Tacitus about the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius.
· Both were stoics.
	Josephus
	37-100 AD
	
	


	Lucan
	39-65 AD
	history
	


	Martial
	40-104 AD
	epigrams
	


	Plutarch
	45-120 AD
	History/biography
	


	Tacitus
	55-117 AD
	history
	


	Juvenal
	60-140 AD
	satire
	


	Pliny the Younger
	62-112 AD
	letters
	


	Suetonius
	69-140 AD
	history
	


	Marcus Aurelius
	121-180 AD
	philosophy
	


	Apuleius
	125-171 AD
	novel
	


