[bookmark: _euagqytg9x62]Fatal Femmes Study Guide
[bookmark: _acjue5q5by10]NOTA BENE You will still encounter questions that require knowledge of Latin Grammar, Vocabulary, History, and Daily Life in the context of these figures.

[bookmark: _eokvge5uiw2t]Mythological figures
Harpies: Winged creatures linked with winds, stolen meals, Phineas, the Strophades, Aeneas, and Celaeno.
Sirens: Deadly singers whose origins and encounters with Odysseus and the Argonauts vary by author.
Circe: Goddess of Aiaia who transforms men into swine, encounters Hermes and Odysseus, and later offers guidance.
Lamia: Libyan queen whose grief, attacks on children, and removable eyes receive different explanations.
Scylla: Sea monster associated with Glaucus, Circe’s magic, and the loss of six of Odysseus’s companions.
Charybdis: Whirlpool opposite Scylla; her swallowing of the sea threatens ships and returning Odysseus.
The Sphinx: Winged, lion-bodied creature whose riddle is solved by Oedipus at Thebes.
Empousa: Shapeshifter in Aristophanes’ Frogs, known for a fiery face and unusual legs.
Echidna: Half-nymph, half-serpent mother of monsters; her family and the hymn’s Delphic dragoness.
The Gorgons: Medusa, Stheno, and Euryale; petrification, Medusa’s earlier identity, and Perseus’s encounter.
Clytemnestra: Agamemnon’s wife; Iphigenia’s death, revenge with Aegisthus, and punishment by Orestes.
[bookmark: _gvxma3ge5roq]Historical figures
Cleopatra VII: Queen of Egypt; alliances with Caesar and Antony, Actium, and defeat by Octavian.
Zenobia: Ruler of Palmyra; regency, expansion in the Roman East, and capture by Aurelian.
Boudica: Queen of the Iceni; causes of her revolt, attacks on Roman towns, and defeat by Suetonius Paulinus.
Livia: Augustus’s wife and Tiberius’s mother; imperial succession and disputed poisoning accusations.
Agrippina the Younger: Nero’s mother; Claudius’s death, her son’s rise, and her murder on his orders.

[bookmark: _5hfcr531xk0h]Harpies and Sirens
[bookmark: _oy7h7tw4noz1]Harpies
Sources: Hesiod, Theogony 265–269; Apollonius, Argonautica 2.178–300; Vergil, Aeneid 3.209–269.
Identity and natural phenomena. Harpies are swift winged “snatchers,” closely associated with gusts of wind. Hesiod names Aello and Ocypetes, daughters of Thaumas and Electra and sisters of Iris. He emphasizes their speed and long hair; he does not describe the filthy meal attackers found in later accounts.
Foul presence and meals. In Apollonius, they steal food from the blind prophet Phineas and leave any scraps with an unbearable smell. Zeus has punished him for revealing too much divine knowledge. Zetes and Calais, the winged sons of the north wind Boreas, chase the Harpies away. Iris stops the brothers from killing them and swears that they will never trouble Phineas again.
The Strophades. The islands’ name is connected with “turning”: the brothers turn back from their pursuit. In Apollonius the Harpies then go to Crete. In Vergil, they live on the Strophades when Aeneas arrives. Keep these locations tied to their authors.
Aeneas and Celaeno. The Trojans kill cattle and goats and prepare a feast. The Harpies swoop down, steal the food, and foul the meal. Vergil gives them girls’ faces, birds’ bodies, clawed hands, and signs of constant hunger. Weapons do not wound them. Celaeno predicts that the Trojans will reach Italy but suffer such hunger that they will “eat their tables.” She also accuses them of killing the Harpies’ cattle and attacking their home.
Outcome. Phineas is freed by pursuit and an oath, not by the Harpies’ deaths. Aeneas leaves after Celaeno’s warning. These encounters link the creatures to hunger, pollution, and the sudden force of wind.
 
[bookmark: _sn6m71g3ozba]Sirens
Sources: Homer, Odyssey 12.39–54 and 158–200; Ovid, Metamorphoses 5.552–563; Apollonius, Argonautica 4.891–921; Pseudo-Hyginus, Fabulae 141.
Deadly song. The Sirens lure sailors with beautiful voices. In Homer they promise Odysseus knowledge of the Trojan War and of events throughout the world. Bones and decaying remains surround them. Homer does not describe their bodies; Ovid and Apollonius describe women with bird features, not fish tails.
Pre-monstrous origins. They were companions of Persephone. In Ovid, they ask for wings so they can search across the sea after she disappears; the gods grant the request and preserve their human faces and voices. In Hyginus, Ceres changes them into winged creatures as punishment for failing to help Proserpina. These are different explanations, not stages in one story.
Odysseus. Following Circe’s directions, he plugs his crew’s ears with softened beeswax. He has himself tied to the mast so that he can hear the song. When he begs to be released, his companions bind him more tightly and keep rowing.
The Argonauts. Orpheus plays his lyre to overpower the song. Butes still jumps into the sea, but Aphrodite rescues him. In Hyginus, the Sirens throw themselves into the sea after Ulysses passes: a prophecy said that they would live only until someone heard their song and escaped. Homer does not give this ending.

 
[bookmark: _11blrehxtpoe]Circe and Lamia
[bookmark: _1k5tuhr88dx]Circe
Source: Homer, Odyssey 10.135–574; Book 11 for the Underworld visit; 12.1–141 for her further advice.
Aiaia. Circe is an immortal goddess and powerful user of medicine, herbs, and a wand. She lives on the island Aiaia, also spelled Aeaea. Her father is Helios, the Sun, and her mother is Perse, a daughter of Oceanus. Wolves and lions greet visitors around her house without attacking.
Transforming men into beasts. She welcomes Odysseus’s scouts, gives them a drugged mixture of wine and food, and strikes them with her wand. They become swine, but their human minds remain. Eurylochus stays outside because he suspects a trap, then returns to tell Odysseus.
Hermes and moly. Hermes meets Odysseus before he reaches the house and gives him moly, a plant with a black root and white flower. He explains how to resist Circe. Protected from the potion, Odysseus draws his sword when she tries her wand. He makes her swear not to harm him and insists that she restore his companions.
From danger to helper. Circe changes the men back, and the crew stays for a year. When they ask to leave, she directs Odysseus to consult the dead prophet Tiresias. After his return, she warns him about the Sirens, Scylla, Charybdis, and Helios’s cattle. Her knowledge helps him survive, even though it cannot remove every danger.
 
[bookmark: _ilxywzmbuxsz]Lamia
Sources: Diodorus Siculus, Library of History 20.41.3–6; scholia and related traditions summarized in Theoi. Supplemental source for sleeplessness: scholion on Aristophanes, Peace 758.
Before the monster. Lamia is remembered as a beautiful queen of Libya. In a divine version, Zeus loves her, and Hera takes away or destroys her children. Grief and jealousy lead Lamia to harm other people’s children. Her story asks us to recognize the suffering behind a frightening figure without excusing her cruelty.
Prey and feeding habits. Lamia becomes a terror to children, often imagined as a child-devouring creature. Diodorus specifically says that she orders infants to be seized and killed; he does not narrate her eating them. Later stories about plural lamiae, who prey on young men, should not replace this account of the queen.
Pain relief through sleep. In the scholion on Peace, Hera makes her sleepless so that her grief never stops. Zeus gives her removable eyes, allowing her to take them out and rest. This is a particular version, not Diodorus’s explanation.
Diodorus’s explanation. Her cruel behavior makes her face beastlike. When she drinks heavily, she stops watching other people’s actions; Diodorus explains the tale of eyes stored in a container as a figurative description of this loss of watchfulness. He supplies a human explanation for a marvelous story.
Connection to Scylla. Stesichorus, preserved in a scholion on Argonautica 4.825, names Lamia as Scylla’s mother; Eustathius’s commentary on the Odyssey also records this connection. This differs from Homer’s naming Crataiis as Scylla’s mother.

 
[bookmark: _cj31p7mfat6a]Scylla and Charybdis
[bookmark: _x4yi3ehbhmz1]Scylla
Sources: Homer, Odyssey 12.73–126 and 201–259; Ovid, Metamorphoses 14.1–74.
Homer’s monster. Scylla lives in a high cliff’s cave above a narrow sea passage. She has six heads, six long necks, twelve feet, and three rows of teeth in each mouth. Her voice sounds like a young puppy’s, but she devours sea creatures and passing sailors. Homer names her mother Crataiis and does not explain her origin through Circe.
Glaucus and Circe in Ovid. Scylla is initially a beautiful young woman whom the sea god Glaucus loves. He asks Circe to make Scylla return his feelings. Circe wants Glaucus for herself, but he rejects her. Angry at her rival, Circe poisons the pool where Scylla bathes with herbs and spells.
Transformation. When Scylla enters the water, barking dogs appear around her lower body. She tries to escape them, then realizes that they are part of her. Glaucus grieves and rejects Circe. Ovid connects the transformed Scylla with the attack on Ulysses’s crew and finally with a dangerous rock that sailors still fear.
Encounter with Odysseus. Circe tells him to row quickly past Scylla. Fighting will delay the ship and give her another chance to strike. Odysseus nevertheless arms himself. While the crew watches Charybdis, Scylla seizes six men, one in each mouth. Odysseus escapes the passage but does not defeat her.
 
[bookmark: _y72rkeqcep8v]Charybdis
Source: Homer, Odyssey 12.101–110, 234–259, and 426–446.
Natural environment. Charybdis is a deadly sea danger beneath a fig tree on a lower cliff opposite Scylla. She sucks down the water three times a day and sends it out three times a day, producing a whirlpool. Homer does not give her a detailed body or a transformation story in this passage.
Relationship with Scylla. They occupy opposite sides of the same narrow passage. They are separate dangers, not two names for one monster. Steering away from one can bring a ship closer to the other. Circe judges the loss of six men to Scylla less terrible than losing everyone to Charybdis.
Odysseus returns alone. Later, after his companions kill Helios’s cattle, Zeus destroys their ship. Odysseus survives on wreckage and drifts back toward Charybdis. He hangs from the fig tree while she swallows his raft materials. When they reappear, he drops onto them and paddles away. He survives by timing and endurance, not by killing her.
[bookmark: _qwwjfnfjbvof]Compare the dangers
	Figure
	Threat
	How Odysseus survives

	Scylla
	Heads seize individual sailors
	Rows past quickly; six companions are lost

	Charybdis
	Whirlpool can swallow the entire ship
	Avoids it on the first passage; later clings to a fig tree


 
Remember: six heads belong to Scylla; the whirlpool and fig tree belong to Charybdis. Their connection with cliffs, currents, and rocks gives a memorable form to hazards faced by sailors.

 
[bookmark: _seoft0e34jyd]The Sphinx and Empousa
[bookmark: _b725wi1lgzia]The Sphinx
Source: Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca 3.5.8.
Appearance and setting. The Sphinx has a woman’s face, a lion’s body, feet, and tail, and a bird’s wings. Hera sends her against Thebes. In this account her parents are Echidna and Typhon. She learns her riddle from the Muses and attacks people who cannot solve it.
The riddle. What creature has one voice but moves on four feet, then two, then three? The answer is a human being: a baby crawls, an adult walks on two feet, and an older person may use a staff as a third support. The familiar “morning, noon, and evening” wording expresses the same stages of life, but it is not the wording of this passage.
Oedipus. Creon promises the kingdom and the widowed queen to whoever solves the riddle. Oedipus gives the correct answer. The Sphinx throws herself from the citadel, and Oedipus becomes king and marries Jocasta, not knowing that she is his mother.
Why the encounter matters. The Sphinx is overcome by an answer rather than a weapon. Knowledge saves Thebes, but Oedipus still does not know his own identity. His success therefore does not prevent the tragedy that follows.
 
[bookmark: _r6lgmlqhjad1]Empousa
Source: Aristophanes, Frogs 288–310. Some translations spell the name Empusa.
A comic encounter. On the journey toward the Underworld, Xanthias tells Dionysus that he sees a frightening creature. Dionysus identifies it as Empousa. The scene is a joke about fear: the god panics, while Xanthias controls the account of what is supposedly approaching.
Shapeshifting. Xanthias says the creature changes from an ox to a mule, then to a beautiful woman, then a dog. Her shifting appearance makes her difficult to recognize or predict.
Unusual body. Her face shines with fire. One leg is bronze or copper, and the other is made of cow dung in this passage. The absurd second leg is part of the comedy. A donkey’s leg appears in other traditions.
Outcome. Xanthias eventually says that she is gone. There is no fight or heroic killing.
 

 
[bookmark: _ntt64826g3s1]Echidna and the mother of monsters
Sources: Hesiod, Theogony 295–332; Homeric Hymn to Apollo 300–374, especially 340–374; Pseudo-Apollodorus 3.5.8 for the Sphinx’s parentage.
Body and home. Hesiod describes Echidna as half beautiful nymph and half enormous, speckled snake. She eats raw flesh and lives in a cave beneath the earth at Arima. In his account she does not age or die. A nymph is a female divine being connected with a place or part of nature.
Relationship with Typhon. Typhon, also called Typhaon or Typhoeus, is her partner and the father of several monstrous children. Echidna’s importance lies partly in this family network: many heroes encounter her descendants even when they do not encounter Echidna herself.
[bookmark: _ppueizdddf]Monstrous children and related creatures
	Creature
	Defining feature
	Source distinction

	Orthrus or Orthus
	Hound guarding Geryon’s cattle
	Child of Echidna and Typhon in Hesiod

	Cerberus
	Hound of the Underworld
	Child in Hesiod; he gives it fifty heads, rather than the familiar three

	Lernaean Hydra
	Dangerous water monster killed by Heracles with Iolaus
	Child of Echidna and Typhon in Hesiod

	Chimera or Chimaera
	Fire-breathing mixture of lion, goat, and serpent
	Included in Hesiod’s offspring sequence; killed by Bellerophon and Pegasus

	Sphinx
	Winged lion with a woman’s face
	In Apollodorus, daughter of Echidna and Typhon; Hesiod’s family sequence differs

	Nemean lion
	Lion killed by Heracles
	In Hesiod’s next generation with Orthrus; the female parent in this passage is interpreted differently by editors


 
[bookmark: _tmwfxtbkaz7g]Apollo and the Delphic dragoness
The syllabus connection. The syllabus places “defeat by Apollo” under Echidna. In the assigned Homeric Hymn to Apollo, however, Apollo kills a great unnamed female dragon near a spring at the site of his sanctuary. The poem does not explicitly call this creature Echidna.
What the hymn says. Hera, angered by Zeus’s birth of Athena, bears Typhaon without Zeus and gives him to the dragoness to raise. The dragoness harms people and their flocks. Apollo shoots her with an arrow and tells her body to rot. The poem connects the rotting with the name Pytho, the site associated with Delphi.
Keep the accounts separate. In Hesiod, Echidna is Typhon’s partner and is deathless. In the hymn, the dragoness is Typhaon’s foster mother and is killed by Apollo. Later identifications connect the dragoness with Python and sometimes Echidna, but these details should not be merged into one family story.
Natural connection. The earth, cave, snake body, and raw flesh place Echidna outside ordinary human communities. The hymn’s dangerous spring creature also connects a monster’s defeat with the establishment of a god’s sanctuary.

 
[bookmark: _y0j2bnafyju]The Gorgons and Medusa
Sources: Hesiod, Theogony 270–286; Ovid, Metamorphoses 4.617–803 and 5.1–249.
[bookmark: _cbybl91i1byv]Three sisters
Names and family. The Gorgons are Stheno, Euryale, and Medusa, daughters of the sea divinities Phorcys and Ceto in Hesiod. They live far to the west, beyond Ocean, near the realm of Night. Medusa is mortal; her two sisters are immortal.
Petrifying power. To petrify is to turn something into stone. In Ovid, people and animals who look at Medusa’s face become stone. Her head keeps this power after death. Her most memorable bodily feature is her snake hair.
[bookmark: _9c4cnk3ctu6e]Medusa before the snakes
Ovid’s version. Medusa was famous for her beauty, especially her hair. Neptune violated her in Minerva’s temple. Minerva turned Medusa’s hair into snakes. Medusa suffers harm and then bears the bodily consequence of the goddess’s anger. Ovid explains the hair transformation; he does not separately explain when her petrifying power began.
Hesiod’s version. Hesiod names Medusa as one of the Gorgons and says Poseidon lay with her in a meadow. He does not tell Ovid’s story of the temple or a hair-changing punishment. A question that names Hesiod should not automatically be answered with Ovid’s later details.
 
[bookmark: _avm2p2vaaj46]Perseus and the continuing power of the head
Approach and death. In Ovid, Perseus reaches the Gorgons’ home after obtaining information from the Graeae, the sisters who share an eye. He sees stone people and animals on the way. He looks at Medusa’s reflection in a bronze shield rather than directly at her face and cuts off her head while she sleeps.
Children. At her beheading, the winged horse Pegasus and Chrysaor emerge. Hesiod identifies Poseidon as their father. Pegasus later helps Bellerophon defeat the Chimera. Chrysaor’s name is connected with a golden sword; do not confuse him with the winged horse.
Atlas in Book 4. Atlas refuses Perseus hospitality. Perseus displays Medusa’s head and turns him into a mountain. In another Book 4 episode, Medusa’s head rests on sea plants; their hardening explains the origin of coral.
Phineus in Book 5. At Perseus and Andromeda’s wedding feast, her earlier intended husband Phineus attacks. Perseus warns his friends to look away and uses Medusa’s head to turn opponents, including Phineus, to stone. This Phineus is not the blind prophet troubled by the Harpies.
Minerva’s emblem. Ovid associates the snakes with Minerva’s fearsome breast emblem. The aegis is the divine protective emblem or armor associated with Zeus and Athena; in art and myth it often bears a Gorgon’s head, or gorgoneion.

 Clytemnestra
Sources: Aeschylus, Agamemnon 184–247 and 1372–1576; Libation Bearers 885–930 and 973–1062.
Identity and family. Clytemnestra is the wife of Agamemnon, the Greek commander at Troy, and queen at Argos in Aeschylus’s plays. Her children include Iphigenia, Electra, and Orestes. Her story belongs to the troubled House of Atreus.
Grief and revenge. Before sailing to Troy, Agamemnon sacrifices Iphigenia at Aulis to release the fleet from unfavorable winds. In Agamemnon, Clytemnestra presents her daughter’s death as a reason for revenge. During his absence she becomes the partner of Aegisthus, who also has a family grievance against Agamemnon’s house.
The homecoming trap. Clytemnestra greets the returning Agamemnon with apparent affection and persuades him to walk over costly purple cloth into the palace. She traps him in a robe like a net and kills him. She also kills Cassandra, the captive Trojan prophetess whom Agamemnon brings home. In Aeschylus, Clytemnestra openly claims responsibility for the killings.
Outcome. In Libation Bearers, Orestes returns to avenge his father, supported by Electra and his friend Pylades. He kills Aegisthus and Clytemnestra, then is pursued by the Furies for killing his mother. This is a cycle of family revenge: punishing one killing produces another.
Keywords. Agamemnon; Iphigenia; Aulis; Aegisthus; Cassandra; purple cloth; net-like robe; Orestes; Electra; Furies.
[bookmark: _59aubnwuomv1]Cleopatra Zenobia and Boudica
These women were historical rulers who confronted Roman power. They had political goals, armies, allies, and subjects. Ancient authors’ judgments about powerful foreign women require the same careful attention to viewpoint that we give to mythological monsters.
[bookmark: _e6di09l9ifxa]Cleopatra VII
Historical extension: Plutarch, Life of Antony 25–29, 61–68, 76–86; museum chronology for dates.
Identity. Cleopatra VII was the last ruling queen of the Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt. She ruled from 51 to 30 BCE, with periods of joint rule. Alexandria was her capital. Her family was of Macedonian Greek origin; she ruled an Egyptian kingdom.
Allies and rival. She allied herself first with Julius Caesar and later with Mark Antony. Her son by Caesar was Caesarion. Her alliances supported her position and her kingdom’s interests amid Roman civil wars. Plutarch emphasizes the force of her conversation and her ability to speak several languages, not merely her appearance.
Actium and outcome. Octavian, later called Augustus, defeated the forces of Antony and Cleopatra at the naval Battle of Actium in 31 BCE. Both died in 30 BCE, and Egypt came under Roman rule. Plutarch reports several explanations of her death, including an asp and concealed poison, and admits that the method is uncertain.
[bookmark: _w2fhl1bij6eb]Zenobia
Historical extension: Zosimus, New History 1.50–56; Historia Augusta, Thirty Pretenders 30; coin evidence for imperial titles.
Identity and power. Zenobia ruled from Palmyra, a major trading city in what is now Syria. After her husband Odaenathus died around 267 CE, she exercised power for their young son Vaballathus. A regent governs on behalf of someone else, often a child ruler.
Expansion. Her forces controlled large parts of the Roman East, including Egypt. Coins eventually presented Vaballathus as Augustus and Zenobia as Augusta, directly challenging Roman imperial authority. Aurelian campaigned against her and captured her in 272 CE.
Capture and uncertain ending. Zosimus says she tried to obtain Persian help and was caught at the Euphrates. The much-disputed Historia Augusta says she appeared in Aurelian’s triumph and later lived near Tibur, modern Tivoli. Her fate after capture is uncertain; the comfortable retirement is one ancient account, not an established fact.
[bookmark: _c86lp7rs9q4]Boudica
Historical extension: Tacitus, Annals 14.29–37; Cassius Dio, Roman History 62.1–12; also spelled Boudicca.
Identity and cause. Boudica was queen of the Iceni in eastern Britain. After her husband Prasutagus died, the Romans seized the kingdom. Tacitus reports that they flogged Boudica and assaulted her daughters. These abuses helped provoke her revolt in 60–61 CE, during Nero’s reign.
Revolt and outcome. Her coalition destroyed Camulodunum (Colchester), Londinium (London), and Verulamium (St Albans). The governor Suetonius Paulinus defeated her army. Tacitus says she died by poison; Dio says she became ill and died. The final battle’s exact location is unknown.
Source perspective. These surviving narratives were written after the events by authors within the Roman world. Their speeches and judgments are literary presentations, not transcripts of the queens’ own words.

 
[bookmark: _jgf2qyb9y650]Livia and Agrippina
[bookmark: _fyh87zdvavwb]Livia
Sources: Tacitus, Annals 1.3–8 and 5.1–2; Cassius Dio, Roman History 56.30–31.
Identity. Livia Drusilla was the wife of Augustus and mother of Tiberius and Drusus by her earlier husband, Tiberius Claudius Nero. Tiberius was Augustus’s stepson and later his adopted son. After Augustus’s death, Livia became known as Julia Augusta.
Succession and suspicion. Tiberius became emperor when Augustus died in 14 CE. Tacitus records suspicions that Livia helped remove obstacles to her son’s succession, but he also preserves uncertainty. A succession is the transfer of power from one ruler to the next.
The figs story. Cassius Dio reports a rumor that Livia offered Augustus poisoned figs because she feared he might favor his grandson Agrippa Postumus. Dio presents this as something some people said, not a demonstrated fact. Livia’s reputation as a poisoner should therefore be studied as an accusation in an ancient narrative.
Outcome and keywords. Livia lived until 29 CE and remained influential during Tiberius’s reign. Remember Augustus; Tiberius; Julia Augusta; succession; Agrippa Postumus; disputed figs story.
[bookmark: _jfw0wybymvp5]Agrippina the Younger
Sources: Tacitus, Annals 12.25–26, 12.41–42, 12.66–69, and 14.1–8.
Identity and ambition. Julia Agrippina, called Agrippina the Younger, was the daughter of Germanicus, sister of Caligula, wife of her uncle Claudius, and mother of Nero. She is different from Agrippina the Elder, her mother. She helped secure Claudius’s adoption of Nero and promoted Nero’s position ahead of Claudius’s biological son Britannicus.
Claudius’s death. Tacitus accuses Agrippina of arranging Claudius’s poisoning in 54 CE with help from Locusta. His account connects the poison with a mushroom and alleges further assistance from the physician Xenophon. Nero then becomes emperor. Attribute this murder account to Tacitus rather than treating every reported detail as independently proved.
Conflict and outcome. As Nero grows less willing to accept her influence, mother and son become enemies. In 59 CE, Nero arranges a shipboard attack meant to look like an accident. Agrippina survives and reaches shore. Nero then sends Anicetus and armed men to her villa, where they kill her.
Keywords. Claudius; Nero; Britannicus; Locusta; poisoned mushroom; imperial succession; damaged ship; Anicetus; matricide, meaning the killing of one’s mother.
[bookmark: _tj1o753y4n3u]Keywords and connections to review
[bookmark: _a7efra9gqvn6]Match the term with its story
	Keyword
	Meaning or connection

	Strophades
	Islands of “turning”; Harpy pursuit and Aeneas’s visit

	Foul presence
	The Harpies’ smell and contamination of food

	Celaeno
	Harpy who gives Aeneas a warning about eating tables

	Boreads
	Zetes and Calais, sons of Boreas; pursue the Harpies

	Deadly song
	The Sirens’ power to lure sailors away from safety

	Orpheus and Butes
	Lyre player who counters the Sirens; sailor rescued by Aphrodite

	Aiaia or Aeaea
	Circe’s island

	Moly
	Hermes’s protective plant with a black root and white flower

	Metamorphosis
	A change of form, such as Scylla’s transformation

	Removable eyes
	Lamia’s means of rest in a scholion; explained differently by Diodorus

	Glaucus
	Sea god who loves Scylla and seeks Circe’s help

	Crataiis
	Scylla’s mother in Homer

	Fig tree and whirlpool
	Charybdis; Odysseus hangs above the swallowed wreckage

	Four then two then three
	Stages of human life in the Sphinx’s riddle

	Bronze and cow dung
	Empousa’s mismatched legs in Frogs

	Typhon or Typhaon
	Echidna’s partner in Hesiod; raised by the hymn’s dragoness

	Petrification
	Turning into stone; Medusa’s head retains this power

	Pegasus and Chrysaor
	Children who emerge when Medusa is beheaded

	Graeae
	Sisters sharing an eye; distinct from the Gorgons

	Actium
	31 BCE naval defeat of Antony and Cleopatra by Octavian

	Regent and Augusta
	Zenobia’s role for her son; later imperial title

	Iceni
	Boudica’s people in Britain



 
[bookmark: _51wagzgrevtd]Review one Identifications
Use each answer once. Write the name that best matches each description. Complete the exercise with the notes covered.
Word bank: Glaucus • Boudica • Harpies • Perseus • Eurylochus • Zenobia • Sphinx • Butes • Medusa • Hermes • Celaeno • Orpheus • Charybdis • Echidna • Cleopatra VII • Phineas • Empousa • Circe • Stheno and Euryale • Sirens • Oedipus • Zetes and Calais • Lamia • Pegasus and Chrysaor • Scylla • Livia • Clytemnestra • Agrippina the Younger
 1.  ____________________  Winged creatures that steal and contaminate meals.
 2.  ____________________  Harpy who predicts that Aeneas’s people will eat their tables.
 3.  ____________________  Blind prophet whose meals are repeatedly stolen.
 4.  ____________________  Winged brothers who chase the Harpies.
 5.  ____________________  Singers who lure sailors and promise knowledge in Homer.
 6.  ____________________  Musician whose lyre helps the Argonauts pass the Sirens.
 7.  ____________________  Argonaut who jumps overboard and is rescued by Aphrodite.
 8.  ____________________  Goddess on Aiaia who changes Odysseus’s men into pigs.
 9.  ____________________  Scout who stays outside Circe’s house and reports the danger.
10.  ____________________  God who gives Odysseus moly.
11.  ____________________  Libyan queen associated with lost children and removable eyes.
12.  ____________________  Sea god who asks Circe to help him win Scylla.
13.  ____________________  Six-headed monster who seizes six of Odysseus’s companions.
14.  ____________________  Dangerous sea being who swallows and expels water.
15.  ____________________  Winged lion-bodied creature who tests Thebes with a riddle.
16.  ____________________  Hero who solves the Sphinx’s riddle.
17.  ____________________  Shapeshifter reported by Xanthias in Frogs.
18.  ____________________  Half-nymph, half-serpent partner of Typhon in Hesiod.
19.  ____________________  The only mortal Gorgon in Hesiod.
20.  ____________________  The two immortal Gorgon sisters.
21.  ____________________  Hero who uses a shield’s reflection when approaching Medusa.
22.  ____________________  The two children who emerge at Medusa’s beheading.
23.  ____________________  Egyptian queen allied with Caesar and Mark Antony.
24.  ____________________  Palmyrene ruler captured by Aurelian.
25.  ____________________  Queen of the Iceni who leads a revolt against Rome.
26.  ____________________  Queen who kills Agamemnon and is later killed by Orestes.
27.  ____________________  Augustus’s wife and Tiberius’s mother, associated with a disputed figs story.
28.  ____________________  Nero’s mother, accused by Tacitus of poisoning Claudius.

 
[bookmark: _te4ttqw2t5io]Review two Details and source differences
[bookmark: _rx7tkm2k26lv]Complete the sentences
Use each word-bank entry once.
Word bank: Aiaia • Actium • beeswax • black • cow dung • fig tree • Glaucus • mast • moly • Orpheus • six • Strophades • three • Vaballathus • white
1.  The Harpy islands visited by Aeneas are the ____________________.
2.  Circe’s island is ____________________.
3.  The protective herb Hermes gives Odysseus is ____________________.
4.  The herb has a ____________________ root and a ____________________ flower.
5.  The sailors’ ears are stopped with ____________________, while Odysseus is tied to the ____________________.
6.  The musician who counters the Sirens is ____________________.
7.  The sea god loved by Circe is ____________________.
8.  Scylla takes ____________________ of Odysseus’s companions.
9.  Charybdis sucks in the water ____________________ times daily.
10.  Odysseus hangs from a ____________________ above Charybdis.
11.  In Frogs, Empousa’s other leg, besides the bronze one, is made of ____________________.
12.  Cleopatra and Antony lose the naval battle of ____________________ in 31 BCE.
13.  Zenobia rules on behalf of her son ____________________.
[bookmark: _1khm6ae1pm4k]True or correct the statement
Write true if the statement is correct. Otherwise replace the bold words with a correct answer.
1.  In Ovid, the Sirens receive wings as a punishment from Ceres.   ____________________
2.  In Homer, Odysseus’s companions lose their human minds when Circe changes them into swine.   ____________________
3.  All three Gorgons are mortal in Hesiod.   ____________________
4.  The Sphinx’s riddle is answered by a human being.   ____________________
5.  The hymn names the dragoness Echidna.   ____________________
6.  Plutarch says that Cleopatra’s death by an asp is certain.   ____________________

 
[bookmark: _jgxmmettbpat]Review three Explain and compare
Answer in one or two sentences, naming the author when the question asks for a particular version.
1. Compare the Sirens’ transformation in Ovid with their transformation in Hyginus.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
2. Explain how Circe changes from a danger into a helper in Homer. Give one example of each role.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
3. Why does Circe tell Odysseus to pass near Scylla rather than Charybdis?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
4. How does Diodorus explain Lamia’s removable eyes differently from the sleep tradition?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
5. Explain the four-footed, two-footed, and three-footed stages of the Sphinx’s riddle.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
6. Why is it misleading to combine Hesiod’s Echidna and the hymn’s dragoness into a single account?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
7. Name two ways Medusa’s head affects the world after her death in Ovid.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
8. Put Cleopatra, Zenobia, and Boudica in chronological order. Name the Roman opponent who defeats each one.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
9. Choose one figure whose earlier identity changes how you understand her danger. Explain, separating source details from your interpretation.
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

 
[bookmark: _thioa1wmp43q]Answer key for reviews one and two
[bookmark: _alztv5i9n2xt]Review one Identifications
	No.
	Answer
	No.
	Answer

	1
	Harpies
	14
	Charybdis

	2
	Celaeno
	15
	Sphinx

	3
	Phineas
	16
	Oedipus

	4
	Zetes and Calais
	17
	Empousa

	5
	Sirens
	18
	Echidna

	6
	Orpheus
	19
	Medusa

	7
	Butes
	20
	Stheno and Euryale

	8
	Circe
	21
	Perseus

	9
	Eurylochus
	22
	Pegasus and Chrysaor

	10
	Hermes
	23
	Cleopatra VII

	11
	Lamia
	24
	Zenobia

	12
	Glaucus
	25
	Boudica

	13
	Scylla
	 
	 


 
26. Clytemnestra   27. Livia   28. Agrippina the Younger
[bookmark: _r88268b7pszq]Review two Complete the sentences
	No.
	Answer
	No.
	Answer

	1
	Strophades
	8
	six

	2
	Aiaia
	9
	three

	3
	moly
	10
	fig tree

	4
	black; white
	11
	cow dung

	5
	beeswax; mast
	12
	Actium

	6
	Orpheus
	13
	Vaballathus

	7
	Glaucus
	 
	 


 
[bookmark: _ff3pu1sgnpeb]Review two True or correct
1. Replace with to help them search for Proserpina across the sea. Punishment by Ceres belongs to Hyginus, not Ovid.
2. Replace with their human bodies. Their minds remain human.
3. Replace with Medusa alone. Stheno and Euryale are immortal.
4. True. The riddle’s stages are infancy, adulthood, and old age with a staff.
5. Replace with does not give the dragoness a name. The syllabus groups this dragoness with Echidna, but the poem does not identify her by that name.
6. Replace with uncertain. Plutarch records competing explanations.

 
[bookmark: _uojg81oz0p62]Answer key for review three
1. Sirens. In Ovid, their request for wings is granted so that they can search for their lost companion. In Hyginus, Ceres gives them wings as punishment for failing to help Proserpina. Both connect the Sirens with her disappearance, but they give different reasons for the change.
2. Circe. She first drugs the men and turns them into pigs. Later she restores them, hosts them, sends Odysseus to seek Tiresias, and gives instructions for the dangerous voyage ahead. Any one danger and one example of help are sufficient.
3. Scylla and Charybdis. Scylla will take six men, while Charybdis can destroy the whole ship. Circe recommends the route that gives the rest of the crew the better chance of survival.
4. Lamia. In the sleep tradition, Zeus makes her eyes removable so that she can rest from the sleepless grief imposed by Hera. Diodorus explains the story as a metaphor for how she stops paying attention when drunk, rather than narrating literal eye removal.
5. Riddle. A baby crawls on hands and knees; an adult walks on two feet; an older person may walk with a staff. All are stages of a human life.
6. Echidna and the dragoness. Hesiod makes Echidna deathless and Typhon’s partner. The hymn’s unnamed dragoness raises Typhaon and is killed by Apollo. Their roles and outcomes differ, so they cannot simply be combined without explanation.
7. Medusa. Any two: the head turns Atlas into a mountain; hardens sea plants in the coral origin story; turns Phineus and other attackers into stone at the wedding. Its power continues after her death.
8. Historical order. Cleopatra comes first: defeated with Antony by Octavian at Actium in 31 BCE. Boudica comes next: defeated by Suetonius Paulinus in 60–61 CE. Zenobia comes last: defeated and captured by Aurelian in 272 CE.
9. Reflection. Answers vary. A supported response might explain that Ovid’s Medusa was harmed before becoming frightening, or that Ovid’s Sirens originally sought a missing friend. Students should identify the author and separate the narrated event from their own judgment.
[bookmark: _lva4wyeuk5h]Sources for further study
The mythological notes follow the works named in the syllabus, with author-specific differences marked in the text. Links below lead to readings or collections of ancient excerpts. Numbers identify books, chapters, sections, or verse lines, not pages in this packet.
[bookmark: _ft8ey161q8yl]Assigned mythological sources
Homer, Odyssey 10.135–574 — Circe, the scouts, Hermes, moly, and Tiresias instructions
Homer, Odyssey 11 — the visit to the dead after Circe’s directions
Homer, Odyssey 12.1–259 and 426–453 — Circe’s warnings, Sirens, Scylla, Charybdis
Hesiod, Theogony 265–332 — Harpies, Gorgons, Echidna, and monster families
Apollonius of Rhodes, Argonautica 2.178–300 — Phineas and the Harpies
Apollonius of Rhodes, Argonautica 4.891–921 — Sirens, Orpheus, and Butes
Vergil, Aeneid 3.209–269 — Aeneas, the Harpies, and Celaeno
Ovid, Metamorphoses 4.617–803 — Atlas, Perseus, coral, and Medusa’s history
Ovid, Metamorphoses 5.1–249 and 552–563 — Phineus and the Sirens’ wings
Ovid, Metamorphoses 14.1–74 — Glaucus, Circe, and Scylla
Pseudo-Hyginus, Fabulae 141 — the Sirens’ punishment and fate, with Latin text
Diodorus Siculus, Library of History 20.41.3–6 — Lamia
Pseudo-Apollodorus, Bibliotheca 3.5.8 — the Sphinx and Oedipus
Aristophanes, Frogs 288–310 — Xanthias’s report of Empousa
Homeric Hymn 3 to Apollo 300–374 — the Delphic dragoness and Typhaon
[bookmark: _jpjh8v61jtne]Commentaries and supporting readings
Theoi, Lamia — ancient excerpts, including the scholia on Scylla’s parentage
E. Eidinow, The Horror of the Terrifying and the Hilarity of the Grotesque — Lamia traditions and scholion on Peace 758
Dickinson College Commentaries, Argonautica 4.883–979 — the Sirens’ differing origins
Reading note. Theoi contains modern summaries as well as ancient excerpts. For an author-specific question, read the attributed excerpt rather than combining details from the whole entry. Mythological stories include violence; the notes here summarize relevant events without graphic description.

 
[bookmark: _um2sq8cg0ll9]Sources for the historical extension
Cleopatra, Zenobia, and Boudica are additions to the supplied mythological syllabus. The sources below support their separate historical section. Ancient narratives should be read alongside chronology, coins, archaeology, and attention to the author’s standpoint.
[bookmark: _bvq1htojmzdk]Cleopatra VII
Plutarch, Life of Antony — Cleopatra’s character, Actium, and the accounts of her death
Plutarch, Life of Antony 86 — uncertainty about the asp and other explanations
Global Egyptian Museum, Cleopatra — reign and the 31 BCE battle of Actium
Read for: Alexandria and the Ptolemies; Caesar and Caesarion; Antony and Octavian; the difference between Actium in 31 BCE and Cleopatra’s death in 30 BCE. The famous snake story is one reported explanation, not a securely known method of death.
[bookmark: _8wkh5k8vjs6n]Zenobia
Zosimus, New History 1.55 — flight, Persian aid, and capture at the Euphrates
Zosimus, New History 1.56 — Palmyra’s surrender and the trial
Historia Augusta, Thirty Pretenders 30 — the triumph and retirement tradition
Oxford Roman Provincial Coinage — Zenobia’s imperial title on coins dated 272 CE
Jacqueline Long, Vaballathus and Zenobia — historical overview and evidence
Read for: Palmyra; Odaenathus and Vaballathus; regency; Egypt; Augusta; Aurelian; capture in 272 CE. The Historia Augusta contains unreliable and invented material, so its account of Zenobia’s later life needs qualification.
[bookmark: _5u657k93hpcm]Boudica
Tacitus, Annals 14.29–37 — causes, cities destroyed, defeat, and poison tradition
Cassius Dio, Roman History 62.1–12 — alternative account of the revolt and her death
University of Warwick, Boudica’s Revolt AD 60–61 — chronology and context
Read for: the Iceni and Prasutagus; Roman abuses; Camulodunum, Londinium, and Verulamium; Nero and Suetonius Paulinus; the disagreement between poison and illness as explanations of her death.

[bookmark: _ogd7mbcczhme]Sources for the additional figures
Clytemnestra — Aeschylus, Agamemnon, especially 1372–1576
Clytemnestra’s death — Aeschylus, Libation Bearers, especially 885–930 and 973–1062
Livia — Tacitus, Annals 1.3–8, on Augustus’s death and Tiberius’s succession
Livia’s final years — Tacitus, Annals 5.1–2
The figs rumor — Cassius Dio, Roman History 56.30–31
Agrippina and Claudius — Tacitus, Annals 12.25–26, 41–42, and 66–69
Agrippina’s death — Tacitus, Annals 14.1–8
These additional readings support the three added figures. When an author reports a rumor or expresses doubt, preserve that uncertainty in your answer.
